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F-8-16 C. 1885
The Pearl House Built by Calvin Thomas
Mount Pleasant

Private

The Pearl House is the most architecturally significant building
in the town retaining much of its original moldings, brackets and
trim. An unusual feature is the wood corner blocks which simulate
stone quoins in the northeast corner of the building.

An impressive one story frame porch is supported by very decorative
turned wood columns which are boxed at the top with beading and
covered by a tin shed roof. The roof stops approximately one foot
before the cornice 1ine and is decorated by small scrolled brackets.
Dropped pendants are located beneath each bracket along the plain
cornice with plain frieze edged by a narrow bond of dentil work.
Scrolled brackets with inset ball and spindle work further decorate
the columns and frieze line of the porch.

A pedimented entrance porch extends forward of the verandah and is
decorated in an identical fashion with two small quatrefoil frame
pieces flanking an inset circular decoration with spindles.
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DESCRIPTION F-3-14
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Pearl House is an exceptionally fine multigabled Carpenter Gothic two
and one-half story frame residence which faces north from the south side
of Route 26 in Mt. Pleasant.

The principal facade is five bays wide. The main entrance is located in
the third bay. The original doors are twin arched paneled doors with upper
glass Tights set into a plain recessed paneled entrance with arched one
Tight transom.

Occupying the remaining bays on the first and second levels are original
tall arched 1/1 windows with half round molding.

An impressive one story frame porch is supported by very decorative turned
wood columns which are boxed at the top with beading and covered by a tin

shed roof. The roof stops approximately one foot before the cornice line

and is decorated by small scrolled brackets. Dropped pendants are located
beneath each bracket along the plain cornice with plain frieze edged by a

narrow bond of dentil work. Scrolled brackets with inset ball and spindle
work further decorate the columns and frieze line of the porch.

A pedimented entrance porch extends forward of the verandah and is decorated
in an identical fashion with two small quatrefoil frame pieces flanking an
inset circular decoration with spindles.

The center of the residence is further emphasized on the second and third
Tevel by a second story balcony and third story pediment. The second story
balcony is supported by four turned wood columns identical to those on the
first Tevel with ball and spindle decoration bordering a semicircular open-
ing.

A concave slate roof with architraved boxed cornice supported by simple
brackets and plain frieze extends below a third floor pediment covered by

a slate roof, covered on the front with jigsaw shingling and a semicircular
window divided in the center and segmented into ten panes.

Flanking the pediment and extending from the roofline are two slate hip
roofed dormer windows with architrave cornice, double hung 1/1 windows with
decorative Queen Anne style upper panes and sided on either side with
fishscale shingling.

Aside from the principal elevation of the building the house is assymmetri-
call in design.

A two story original frame addition with slate gable roof, three bays wide,
extends to the rear of the main block of the house. A two story open porch
extends along the entire east side of this rear addition. Semiarched 1/1
double hung windows occupy each bay in the rear except for the second bay
from the southeast corner which accommodates and upper lighted panel door
rear entrance.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Pearl House was probably constructed by the Mount Pleasant merchant,
Calvin Thomas, after he purchased the property in 1881 from Eliza and
John W. Ogborn.1

The parcel included five acres and twenty-four perches and would be the
site of three buildings actively involyed in the development of the
community of Mount Pleasant, the Thomas House, Store, and Union Hall.

The Pearl House is the mest architecturally significant building in the
town retaining much of its original moldings, brackets and trim. An
unusual feature is the wood corner blocks which simulate stone quoins
in the northeast corner of the building. '

IFrederick County Land Records, Liber AF 3; Folio 144.

CONTINUE ON SEPARATE SHEET IF NECESSARY
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7. DESCRIPTION

F-8-16
The Pearl House (continued)

A false gable is centered over the porch in the rear and covered with jigsaw
wood shingling.

A projecting two story bay, four bays wide, extends to the east side of the
house. Double hung semiarched 1/1 windows identical to those on the remainder
of the house are Tocated on the diagonals of the bay. Twin double hung narrow
1/1 windows are located in the center of the bay on both Tevels on the east
side.

Two three bay wide windows extend from each Tevel on the west side of the house.
The first level bay window is frame with recessed paneled aprons under each
semiarched 1/1 window. Each window is separated by a small compound column.

A flat tin roof covers the bay window and is supported by paired scrolled
brackets, a boxed cornice and dentiled frieze.

The second Tevel bay window is identical to the first bay but is more diminu-
tive in size with simpler scrolled bracket architrave frieze which matches
that on the remainder of the house.

The gable over the bay windows is decorated with jigsaw wood shingling and
small 1/1 Gothic window.

The entire structure is constructed on a Tow coursed random stone foundation
and is covered by an original patterned slate roof with plain cornice, curved
brackets, and plain frieze. Three original interior brick chimneys rise from
the east and west center of the main block and south gable end.
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